
 
When to Test Electronic Files 

 
 

SHOULD YOU HAVE YOUR FILES TESTED IN ADVANCE? 
 
 

In the early days of electronic prepress it was common practice for publishers to send a “test file” to the 
printer for the purpose of making sure the publisher was creating PostScript files the printer could work 
with. The printer would evaluate the “test file” and provide the publisher with feedback that would be used 
to develop the “final files” to be submitted to the printer for the print-run. 

That practice made sense ten years ago when we were all learning to work with electronic files; today it is 
no longer required.  It is not necessary to have your files tested every time you submit a title to Malloy, 
particularly if you have successfully submitted problem free “print ready” PDF files to us before.  However, 
there are occasions when running a test may be a good idea, so here is some information to consider when 
deciding whether or not to send a “test file” to Malloy: 

 
Who should have their files tested at Malloy prior to final submission? 

• First time publishers 
• Customers new to Malloy 
• Customers with special projects that are different from the books you normally 

print at Malloy 
 
Why have your files tested? 

• We can make sure the file is constructed properly and all the elements are in 
place for a problem free final output. 

 
When in the file preparation process should you have your files tested at Malloy? 

• Well in advance of completing the final “print ready” PDF files.  So that you 
don’t waste time and resources preparing files that will not work at Malloy, we 
encourage you to send us a portion (approximately 8 pages or so) of your book.  
If you do this a few weeks prior to the time you plan to send final files to Malloy, 
we will have enough time to test the files and provide you with input that might 
be important in preparing the PDF files.  If we receive the test file on the eve of 
when the job is supposed to go into production, the time required to test the files 
and make corrections may negatively impact the printing schedule. 

 
If you have any questions about test files, please don’t hesitate to call your Sales or Customer Service 

Representative. 
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Fulfillment Order Shipments 
Pick/Pack fees: (Plus order entry fee – see above): 
            $1.60 per order + $.35 per book 
 
 

International orders:  add $5.00 per order 

 
Full cartons shipped in original packaging:  $2.75 per carton 

Other Services 
Receiving:
            Books printed at Think: 
                        No Receiving Charge and the first 30 days of storage is free 
            Books printed elsewhere: 
                        $.013 per book, $40.00 minimum 
Monthly Storage:
            $.016 per book per month, minimum $15.00 per title             
Returns:
            $.50 per book, minimum of $3.50 per return

Minimum monthly fulfillment invoice of $100 per month (not including freight) per month applies after 12 
months.

* All prices are for printed books.  Pricing for non-book products may be different. 

2010

        Fulfillment Prices *

Other:

Additional Inserts Normal book fee

Special projects (such as kitting) $35 per hour

Customized Report creation $75 per hour

Programming Services $150 per hour

Order Changes/Address Corrections $5.00 per order

Rush (shipped same day if before 2:00 PM EST) $1.00 per order

Freight Rate Quotes $5.00 per quote

UPS/FedEx Call Tags requested by publisher Carrier charges + $1.00 per order

Physical Inventory $35 per hour

Printing email attachments to include with order $.10/page, $1.00 min 

Consolidate orders for distribution center (i.e, Baker & Taylor)     Add $5.00 per order

El Dorado Hills:  4944 Windplay Drive, #335 - El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 - Office: 916.594.0100 - Fax: 916.594.0101
 

wethinkink.com           wethinkpromos.com           info@wethinkink.com
 

Santa Clara:  3485 Victor Street - Santa Clara, CA 95054 - Office: 408.213.5300 - Fax: 408.213.5301
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